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So now we have: 

Greater Manchester Spatial Framework 
Housing numbers 

Employment space 
Transport Policy
Some conurbation-wide and general policies  
and… 
Green belt and site allocations outside urban area  

10 Local Plans 
Supplementary planning guidance SPG

Area Action Plans  AAP 
Conservation Areas 

Neighbourhood plans 

Non statutory policy 
Area/neighbourhood Development Frameworks 



Now 179,000



179,000 4,100,000 2,460,000

90% 50% 99%



It replaces what we have lost

Percentage population change between censuses British cities  

Manchester

Greater Manchester

-16.4%



City of towns



Historical development of 
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This is a simplified view of Greater 
Manchester. The core cities of 
Manchester and Salford 
surrounded by eight large towns  



Although the picture gets more 
complicated when you add in all of 
the smaller towns.



If we were to grow like London, it 
would mean all the towns growing 
until they join-up…

…and we don’t want that!  



However if we were to do 
nothing most of the growth would 
happen within the M60…
and we probably don’t want that either

Shift from South to North



A City of Towns would focus 
growth on the city core and 
the larger town centres. 

But this might not be enough to 
accommodate the growth we need. 



We live in a much more 
connected world and people no 
longer live, work and get all their
needs in just one of the towns.  

We need to consider transport. 



If we overlay the tram 
routes with the commuter 
rail lines and factor in proposed 
improvements we have a very well connected 
city.  



Put all of this together with 
the high-frequency bus routes 
and we can draw a zone of 
accessibility (or the Octopus of accessibility 
as we like to call it)  



We can therefore combine
the City of Towns with a transit 
based approach with the idea that 
development should be focussed either 
within the town centres or in the zone of 
accessibility.
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Proposed Improvements



Proposed Improvements



Constructing
the Strategy



10 Towns



+ Significant Centres
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Tram Network



Rail Network



Accessibility

Combined tram, train 
and bus accessibility 
layers



Density

BDP Density 
Work



Zone of Accessibility



SHLAA Sites



Housing Strategy



Employment Strategy



Greenspace Strategy








